
 

 

  

 EDITOR TO CONTACT USé 
If you would like to be added to our mailing list to receive our bulletin, or 
if you have a notice to post, please contact the editors (rh590@cam.ac.uk 
or ak2003@cam.ac.uk). For more information about the Heritage Research 
Group, visit our website: 
www.arch.cam.ac.uk/heritagegroup  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

WEBSITE:   www.arch.cam.ac.uk/heritagegroup  

FACEBOOK:                    
www.facebook.com/cambridgehrg  

TWITTER:                        
https://twitter.com/cambridgehrg   

LINKEDIN:       
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Cambridge -
Heritage-Research-Group-4925222   

 

CONFERENCES and CALLS 

¶ Urban migrants and transformation of 
public space 

¶ Sport Heritage and Patrimonial 
Dynamics, 2018 CESH-SFHS 

¶ Ishibashi Foundation Summer School in 
Japanese Arts and Cultural Heritage 

¶ Family, Memory & Identity Symposium 

¶ The Victim as a Cultural Expression: 
Representation, Perception, Symbolism  

OPPORTUNITIES 

¶ The Vivian G. Prins Fellowship 2018, 
Museum of Jewish Heritage ð A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust 

¶ Lecturer in public history and heritage, 
University of Derby  

¶ Conservation Manager, IWM Duxford 

¶ Collections Care Technician, IWM 
Duxford 

¶ Heritage Team Leader, Kingston Museum 
and History Centre 

 

 

 

REBECCA HABOUCHA AND 

ANDREA KOCSIS 
On behalf of the Cambridge 

Heritage Research Group 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE HERITAGE RESEARCH GROUP 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
The Cambridge Heritage Research Group (HRG) was 
founded in the 1990s. Since then, the number of 
students, post-doctoral fellowships, staff members and 
other researchers involved with heritage research has 
increased. HRG is now a substantial community that 
draws people in from a number of disciplines such as 
anthropology, architecture, history and even 
engineering.  
This Bulletin aims to connect this community in 
Cambridge and beyond. By sharing information about 
events, publications and opportunities for gaining 
experience and employment in the field, it hopes to 
strengthen the sense of a community engaged with 
heritage research in all of its facets.   

Contribute! We would be especially interested in 
hearing from you about events and opportunities. 
Contributions in the form of short reviews of 
conferences, exhibitions, publications or other 
events/material that you have attended/read are 
also welcome. Please note that advertisements for any 
non-HRG events, jobs, or programs do not imply 
endorsement of them.  

 

¶ News 

¶ HRG Seminar Summary 

¶ HRG Seminar 
ôTracking and Repatriating Lost Korean 
Buddhist Cultural Properties õ|  Ariane 
Perrin  

¶ Lent Term Card 

¶ Call for Papers HRG Annual Seminar 
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NEWS 

 

  

RSA Heritage Index 

The Heritage Index is a tool created by the RSA and Heritage Lottery Fund to enrich local 

debate and inform the decisions made by communities about the role that heritage can play in 

shaping the identity and future of their places. It covers the whole of the UK, with data for all 

390 local authority areas. 

The RSA is currently exploring options for developing an updated version of the Heritage 

Index, which originally grew out of work exploring Networked Heritage. The Index draws on 

an inclusive definition of heritage that covers activities as well as physical assets, and spans six 

key categories: the historic built environment; museums, archives and artefacts; industrial 

heritage; parks and open spaces; landscape and natural heritage; and culture and memories. It is 

now being utilised in a variety of ways by communities and local authorities across the UK, and 

is also used by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport as a key performance 

indicator for Englandôs cultural strategy. For further information about the Heritage Index, or 

other RSA work related to heritage, contact Becca Antink (becca.antink@rsa.org.uk). 

The Royal Society of Arts is a think tank and social change organisation which conducts 

research, promotes new ideas, hosts public events, and builds networks to develop solutions for 

the most pressing social challenges. The RSA Fellowship is a diverse global network of 29,000 

people with the brightest new ideas and innovative projects working towards social change. 

  

  

 

https://www.thersa.org/action-and-research/rsa-projects/public-services-and-communities-folder/heritage-and-place
https://www.thersa.org/
https://medium.com/networked-heritage
mailto:becca.antink@rsa.org.uk
https://www.thersa.org/fellowship/SustainabilityNetwork


CAMBRIDGE HERITAGE RESEARCH GROUP |  19 FEBRUARY 2018 

 
3 

  

  

The following summary of the most recent Heritage Research Group event is 

provided by Rebecca Haboucha. 

óForensic Architecture: Methods for investigating and evidencing 

heritage destruction in conflictô 

Sarah Nankivell | 16 February 2018 
 

On February 16th, the Heritage Research Group had the pleasure of hosting Sarah Nankivell, 

the Programme Manager for Forensic Architecture (FA) at Goldsmiths, University of London. 

In her presentation, Nankivell described the aims and objectives of FA through a series of their 

individual projects since its foundation. The research agencyôs premise is to address human 

rights violations in urban environments through the analysis of spatial and temporal elements 

as a means to reconstruct accurate 3D models of conflict sites from a bottom-up perspective.  

The 2014 conflict in Rafah, Gaza, was the inspiration for the formation of FA and the first 

case study presented by Nankivell. The techniques used in the process of model-making for 

óBlack Fridayô, August 1, 2014, were summarised in a short video made by FA. The video and 

photo footage taken by street witnesses were analysed and calibrated with one another in order 

to obtain the exact location, time, size, and impact of the bombs. The purpose of these public 

videos is to differ from long-winded, written human rights reports; this, it is hoped, will make 

the public more aware of human rights violations.  

Forensic Architecture uses a method called ócounter forensicsô to turn established techniques 

their head and then use against the State. This asset was demonstrated in Nankivellôs final two 

case studies: Saydnaya Prison in Syria and the northern Negev, Israel. In the former case, FA 

worked with Amnesty International to use prisonerôs testimonials to not only reconstruct the 

interior of the prison, but also to let the victims externalise their memories. Upon being asked 

what they would like to be done with the prison, which was intact, the prisoners deemed a 

museum to be the most appropriate future of the building.  

Finally, Nankivell presented the case in the Negev of the marginalization of Bedouins since 

the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. Using photogrammetry and establishing the 

geolocation of buildings, they mapped the lands of the Bedouin living in this area, thus 

asserting their historical longevity there and claims to the land. Next, they built an online 

database (www.naqab.org) that acted in the same way as the museum had in the case of 

Saydnaya. These Bedouin groups will be taking this documentation to court to contest Israelôs 

forestation projects that have kicked Bedouins off their traditional land use areas to date. To 

conclude, Nankivell stated that FA wishes to push the government to let go of old narratives 

and engage with new media in cases of human rights violations. In addition to being capable 

of reconstructing the built components of heritage affected in conflict, FA has the unique 

ability to empower marginalised communities and capture their experiences in urban conflict.   

 

 

HRG SEMINAR SUMMARY 

http://www.naqab.org/
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Ariane Perrin  (Centre for Korean Studies, CNRS-EHESS, Paris): ȬTracking 
and Repatriating lost Korean Buddhist cultural properties .ȭ 

Tuesday 20 February , 1-2pm 

Seminar Room, McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, Downing Site 

More than sixty percent of state-designated cultural heritage properties in Korea is 

Buddhist in origin. During the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945), in the aftermath 

of the Korean War (1950-1953), and as well in the 1970s and 1980s, many Buddhist 

cultural properties were taken out of the Korean peninsula. In recent years, there have 

been increased efforts to locate these objects scattered abroad, and more and more 

demands have been made for their return. A number of agencies are actively involved 

in negotiating the return of these relics, of which at the forefront stand the powerful 

Chogye Order of Korean Buddhism and the Overseas Korean Cultural Heritage 

Foundation in Seoul, a recently created affiliate of the Cultural Heritage Administration 

in 2012. This lecture will investigate current endeavors and strategies to recover these 

items, and the various measures implemented by authorities in preventing further illicit 

exports and in sustaining the long-term protection of the Buddhist heritage of Korea. 

Ariane Perrin  is a lecturer in Korean art history and research associate of the Centre for Studies on 

China, Korea and Japan (UMR 8173 CNRS-EHESS, Paris). 

 

 

Cambridge Heritage Research Group Seminars 
 

Lent Term 2018 
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LENT TERM CARD 
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HRG ANNUAL SEMINAR 

 

 

 

 

 

  


